HD GENEALOGY & TECHNOLOGY

The estate of Desmond Michael Clare

STATUS — DOCUMENT NEEDED - Bona Vacantia reference BV2012298/1 - died Canterbury, Kent, 21 August 1996

Conclusion: Desmond Michael Clare died at Canterbury on 21 August 1996, and his estate passed
to the Crown. His death is held exactly by the national death index, which gives his date of birth
as 6 May 1928, and it is the only death of the name in that quarter. He left no widow and no issue
on the record: the marriage index across the whole of his adult life holds no marriage of his, and
with none there is no marriage for issue to have come from. The case turns on his own birth,
and no birth of a Desmond Clare, under either order of his forenames or under four spellings of
the surname, is registered in England and Wales in the sixteen years around the date the death
index states; nor is one indexed in Ireland. A death entry does not name parents and a birth
entry does, so his parents are not established, and every class of kin above him — brothers and
sisters, grandparents, uncles and aunts, and their issue — is untried rather than empty. No grant
of representation has ever issued on the estate. One ordinary document carries the case: a
certified copy of his death entry, which names the informant and their relationship to him, and
is the one record that can open the generation above when the birth index is silent. It is the
reader's to order, for the record only, because the thirty-year bar fell on 21 August 2026, the case
has since left the Crown's published list, and no claim by anyone is now possible.

HD Genealogy & Technology - 30 September 2026 10:05 BST, second edition - claim bar 21 August 2026, now passed

‘What this edition adds, and what it corrects. It puts the status of the research on the top line and restates the conclusion
in one paragraph, as every file of this practice now does. The eight references are re-authored to the referencing guide as
identifiers only, and their numbering is unchanged. Volume and page numbers that the first edition printed in the prose
now appear only in the references. Passages that explained how an index behaves or how a search was built are removed
from the prose; where one of them is a consideration about the source that bears on this case, it is kept once as that
reference's note. It corrects one figure: the first edition priced a death certificate at £11, and the General Register Office's
price for a certified copy is £12.50. No finding, control or negative of the first edition of 21 August 2026 is withdrawn,
and that edition remains on file as issued.

Supplied complete and without restriction on internal circulation. No living person is named in this file.

The thirty-year limit on claims against this estate ran out on 21 August 2026. The case no longer
appears on the Crown's list, and no person — heir, firm or stranger — can now claim any part of it. This
file is published as a worked demonstration of how this practice opens a case and what it writes down,
including what it does not know. Nothing in it entitles anyone to anything.

THE MAN ON THE LIST

The Crown's list gives a name, a date and a place: Desmond Michael Clare, died 21 August 1996 at
Canterbury, Kent. It publishes nothing else about him, and names nobody.

His death is registered without ambiguity. The national death index holds a Desmond Michael Clare
registered at Canterbury in the September quarter of 1996, and prints his date of birth as 6 May 1928." It is
the only entry for a Desmond Michael Clare in the national quarter, the full run of Clare deaths for that
quarter having been read and holding no other of the name.” Name, date and place agree with the Crown's
row. The certificate behind the index entry has not been ordered.

NO BIRTH FOUND — AND THIS IS THE FINDING, NOT A GAP IN THE SEARCH

With an exact date of birth from the death index, the national birth index was read for a Desmond Clare,
and separately for a Michael Clare in case the forenames were registered in the other order, across 1927 to
1929 and then across the wider span of 1920 to 1935. It holds no such birth in either window.” The same
index was read for the forename Desmond under four other spellings of the surname — Claire, Clair,
Clear and Clarey — for 1928 itself, and holds none of those either.!
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That silence is controlled. The same index, read for the forename Desmond against a common surname in
the same year, returns several genuine births, so it answers for the forename and the year.5 No birth was
found because no birth is registered, under this surname and this forename, in England and Wales, in a
sixteen-year window centred on a date known precisely. For a man who died an ordinary English civil
death sixty-eight years later that is an unusual result, and it is the one fact this account could not get past.

Because Clare is also an Irish surname, the Irish civil birth index was read for a Desmond Clare born 1927
to 1929, and it returns nothing.” That index withholds births of the last hundred years unless a declaration
is made, and none was made for this reading, so the Irish result is a lead explored and not a controlled
negative of the same standing as the England and Wales one.

NO SPOUSE, NO ISSUE

The national marriage index was read for a Clare marriage under either of his forenames across the whole
of his adult life, from 1946 to his death in 1996. Three marriages of a Desmond Clare are indexed in that
span, at Havering in 1977, at Hendon in 1978 and in Surrey South Western in 1981, and each carries a
middle initial other than M, so none is his.” No marriage matching his full name is found. The Crown's row
says nothing of his marital status; this account neither confirms nor overturns a reading of bachelor, and
with no marriage of his on the record, no issue is sought or expected on that basis.

NO GRANT, AND NO NOTICE

The digital index of grants of representation was read for this name and this date of death, on a tight
reading and on a surname-only reading, on 9 August 2026 and again on 16 August 2026, and it holds no
grant.8 No will has been proved and no letters of administration have issued on the estate. That is
consistent with the case having sat on the Crown's list for thirty years: nobody came forward, and nobody
was appointed, to administer it. The index covers grants issued in England and Wales only.

NO VALUE IS DOCUMENTED

No document read on this case states a value for his estate. No grant has issued, so there is no sworn figure
to read, and no record read shows any property in his name. Nothing here should be taken as a valuation.

THE SECTION 46 LADDER, RUNG BY RUNG

Section 46 of the Administration of Estates Act 1925 ranks the classes of kin in order. On this case the first
two rungs are closed on the record and every rung above them is untried, and this file says so rather than
dressing silence as findings.

— Spouse — CLOSED: no marriage of his is indexed across his whole adult life, the three marriages of the
forename in that span each carrying a different middle initial.”

— Issue — CLOSED: no marriage of his exists for issue to have come from, and no birth is traceable to
him on any source read.”

— Parents — UNREACHED. His birth is not found under his recorded name in England and Wales or in
Ireland, and a death entry names no parent, so his parents cannot be identified from any index read.**

— Brothers and sisters of the whole blood, and their issue — UNREACHED: brothers and sisters are
found through the parents, who are not established.

— Brothers and sisters of the half blood, and their issue — UNREACHED, for the same reason.
— Grandparents — UNREACHED.

— Uncles and aunts of the whole blood, and their issue — UNREACHED.

— Uncles and aunts of the half blood, and their issue — UNREACHED.

"Not searched" is not a nil. A nil is a reading that ran and returned nothing, carrying the check that proves
the index was answering. This file holds controlled nils on his marriage, his birth and any grant on his
estate; it holds no kinship finding above him, because the record that would open that generation has not
been read.
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WHAT REMAINS OPEN

His parents, and with them every class of kin above him. The birth itself: a birth registered under another
surname, an adoption entered in the Adopted Children Register rather than the ordinary birth index, or a
birth outside England and Wales — in Scotland, in Northern Ireland, or overseas to a British parent —
would all be invisible to the indexes read here. The General Register Office's own online birth index, the
Adopted Children Register, the Scottish and Northern Irish civil indexes and the overseas birth indexes
were not read for him: each is unreached, not negative. The 1939 Register was not read for him either; an
entry there would place him in a household at a fixed date and might carry the surname he was registered
under.

THE DECISIVE DOCUMENTS

His death certificate. The death entry is held exactly — Desmond Michael Clare, registered at Canterbury
in the September quarter of 1996, born 6 May 1928 — and the certificate is ordered from the General
Register Office against that index entry.1 A death certificate names the informant and states their
relationship to the deceased, and on a case where no other record names a relative it is the one document
that can open the generation above. A certified copy costs £12.50. It has not been ordered, and it is the
reader's to order: the bar has passed, so it would be bought for the record and not for a claim.

His birth certificate cannot be ordered, because no index entry for his birth has been found to order it
against. That is why the death certificate leads.

The 1939 Register entry for him, if one exists, is the next document: it would fix his household and his
surname at a date eleven years after his birth. It has not been read.

ABOUT THIS ACCOUNT

This file was prepared by HD Genealogy & Technology from public and archived official records, to
Genealogical Proof Standard discipline: every assertion above carries its source; every negative is dated
and carries the check that makes it trustworthy; no living person is named; nothing is inferred beyond
what a cited record states.

Index entries are described as index entries. No certificate has been purchased on this case and no register
entry has been read: every civil registration source cited here is an index, which states a district and a
quarter and never a date or a place of the event. Please check it. Every reference is to a public record any
researcher can open independently. If any reference does not say what it is said to say here, the fault is this
file's, and correction is invited.

This is the second edition. The first, of 21 August 2026, remains as issued; nothing in it has been rewritten,
and the one figure this edition corrects is named above.

This is genealogical research and not legal advice; entitlement is a question of law for the reader to
determine. No living person is named, none has been approached, and no contact details are supplied. A
negative finding is dated rather than permanent: records are digitised and released continuously, and this
account speaks as at the date on its first page. And once more: this estate is time-barred and cannot be
claimed — this file demonstrates method, and nothing else.
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